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Grammaire – Le groupe verbal

Les verbes irréguliers : 
définition

L’essentiel du cours

La distinction entre verbe régulier et verbe irrégulier

• Le prétérit et le participe passé des verbes réguliers se forment en ajoutant -ed 
à la base verbale. Les deux formes sont identiques.
Ex. : live (habiter) → lived (prétérit) → lived (participe passé).
I lived in Scotland. (J’habitais en Écosse.)
You have never lived in Ireland. (Tu n’as jamais habité en Irlande.)

• Mais il existe également des verbes irréguliers qui ne suivent pas cette règle ; 
il faut alors apprendre leurs formes par cœur.
Ex : know (connaître) → knew (prétérit) → known (participe passé).
She knew all the answers. (Elle connaissait toutes les réponses.)
You have known her since last month. (Tu la connais depuis le mois dernier.)
Ex. : steal (voler) → stole (prétérit) → stolen (participe passé).
He stole money from the drawer. (Il a volé de l’argent dans le tiroir.)
When Peter went back home, he found that his car had been stolen. (Quand Peter 
est revenu à la maison, il a découvert que sa voiture avait été volée.)

Les emplois du participe passé

• Le participe passé  sert à  former certains  temps du passé comme  le present 
perfect et le past perfect.
Ex. : We have eaten delicious seafood in Greece. (Nous avons mangé de délicieux 
fruits de mer en Grèce.) (present perfect).
Ex.  :  My father had lived in Liverpool for two years when he decided to move 
to Glasgow.  (Mon  père  vivait  à  Liverpool  depuis  deux  ans  quand  il  décida  de 
déménager à Glasgow.) (past perfect).

• Le participe passé permet également de former la voix passive.
Ex. : This game is sold 15 dollars. (Ce jeu est vendu 15 dollars.)

• Enfin, le participe passé peut aussi être utilisé comme adjectif.
Ex. : After the film, the frightened children refused to go to bed. (Après le film, les 
enfants effrayés refusèrent d’aller au lit.)

Les principaux verbes irréguliers

Base verbale Prétérit Participe passé Traduction
be was, were been être

break broke broken casser

bring brought brought apporter

buy bought bought acheter

choose chose chosen choisir

come came come venir

do did done faire

drink drank drunk boire

drive drove driven conduire

eat ate eaten manger

fall fell fallen tomber

feel felt felt ressentir

fight fought fought combattre

find found found trouver

get got got obtenir

give gave given donner

go went gone aller

have had had avoir

hold held held tenir

keep kept kept garder

make made made faire, fabriquer

read read read lire

ring rang rung sonner

run ran run courir, diriger

say said said dire

see saw seen voir

send sent sent envoyer

sleep slept slept dormir

speak spoke spoken parler

take took taken prendre

teach taught taught enseigner

think thought thought penser

understand understood understood comprendre

wear wore worn porter (un vêtement)

write wrote written écrire


